DEMOCRACY AFGHAN STYLE: AN INSIDE LOOK AT AFGHANISTAN’S EMERGING DEMOCRACY

As Afghanistan struggles to move from despotism to democracy, Producer/Director Tamara Gould is filming behind the scenes at the December 2003 loya jirga, a council of 500 delegates that debated and ratified Afghanistan’s new constitution. Democracy Afghan Style is a feature-length documentary which profiles two aspiring Afghan delegates who face political opposition and physical intimidation as they risk their lives to participate in the future of their country.  The film provides a rare opportunity to witness a country’s momentous “Thomas Jefferson moment,” as delegates argue, plead, and debate fundamental concepts such as the role of religion, women’s rights, and the protection of civil liberties in their new democracy. 


The two featured candidates are:

Rafiq Shahir, a lawyer, human rights advocate, and independent newspaper editor who lives in the western city of Herat.  For the past two years, he has been a vocal proponent of a unified central government and the democratic process.  That outspoken stance, he believes, provoked a two-day kidnapping and beating from the local warlord’s police force.  Though always looking over his shoulder, Shahir is determined to be involved in the shaping of his new country.

Nadira Kharoti, a schoolteacher and community activist, lives in the capital city of Kabul.     Throughout the election process, Kharoti tirelessly appeals to the ministry to provide electricity for her district’s mosque; contends with another female candidate, Razia Naimi; and experiences first-hand the influence of back-room politics on elections.  

The film also observes the frantic preparations of the international and Afghan logistics team as it scrambles to register potential delegates across the country, distributes copies of the recently drafted constitution, and holds elections for delegates. Starting in September, the filmmakers have attended the weekly meetings of the team headed by Larry Sampler and we experience the mounting challenges and tensions between American and Afghan interests. With the filmmakers’ exclusive access, the film shows the behind-the-scenes work of the international community and their frustration in trying to implement a plan for the Loya Jirga in a city with very little structure and few rules. By attending weekly meetings, private sessions and regular glimpses of the international team, the film provides viewers with a close up view of who these international “hotshots” are and why they do the work they do. 

Also featured in the film are Hamid Karzai, President of the Afghan Transitional Authority, who emphasizes the need to develop an “Afghan-style democracy;” and Ismail Khan, the controversial warlord of Herat who helped the U.S.-led coalition overthrow the Taliban and now rules western Afghanistan.  

 Review copies of the film are available upon request.  Photography and additional materials are available for download at  www.democracyafghanstyle.com. 

  Democracy Afghan Style is a production of Tamara Gould and Actual Films in Association with Thirteen/WNET New York, the Independent Television Service (ITVS), and ARTE France.  Democracy Afghan Style was produced and directed by Tamara Gould, produced by Bonni Cohen, with cinematography by Jon Shenk and Jon Else and edited by Josh Peterson. J Alexander Thier was the key project adviser. 

Contact: Tamara Gould, 415.596.4889  email: info@democracyafghanstyle.com

